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incident by Mr. J, B. Powell, editor of the China Weekly Review. He
was dining with a, young Japanese officer in Mukden who pointed
out a small table in his apartment which he said was historical. " On
that table/9 he remarked, " were worked out the plans for bombing
Ghingchow. There was a difference of opinion, and I myself voted
against it, but the majority of my friends voted in the affirmative
and the bombing was therefore carried out as planned.55 The im-
plication was that the step was taken without higher instructions. I
cannot of course guarantee the accuracy of the story, but Mr. Powell
was convinced of its truth. It is in line with other incidents of the
1931 campaign in Manchuria. We must not close our eyes to the fact
that similar incidents may occur in future, regardless of the views
and policies of those in authority either in Tokyo or at the front,
and that any one serious incident might create a situation where
war with Soviet Russia would become unavoidable.
To sum up, the pacifist tendencies latent in Japan have in the
past few months been able to make themselves felt and heard to a
greater degree than at any time since September 18, 1931. If the
proponents of these tendencies do not overplay their hand, they may
be expected to gather strength and influence, and they may, in the
long run, effectively guide the country into saner and less aggres-
sively militaristic channels. The possibility of avoiding a conflict
with the Soviet Union depends to some degree upon the continued
strengthening of these newly manifested tendencies, for which, at
the present moment, there appear to be reasonable grounds for
optimism.
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Court mourning was raised for three days to celebrate the birth
of the Crown Prince, and for three days all Japanese officials of
certain rank are to be entertained in turn at the palace—on the
third day 7000 of them. To-day the Imperial princes and princesses,
the Diplomatic Chiefs of Mission, and the Members of the Cabinet
and their wives were invited to luncheon with the Emperor and
Empress, all seated at one big table. First Amaral, as Acting Dean
in die absence of Bassompierre, presented the Emperor with a tre-
mendous silver bowl and a silver-bound book containing the signa-
tures of the members of the Diplomatic Corps, on behalf of the Corps,
with an appropriate speech, and the Emperor replied, subsequently
shaking hands with each of us.
The luncheon was magnificently done. Alice, being acting
Doyenne, sat between two of the princes. The Emperor and Empress
were in the middle. Special crimson sake cups with the Imperial
crest in gold, and small silver samurai helmets, were presented to
each guest. Prince Ri, whom I do not know, suddenly leaned across
Mrs. Hultman, and said to me in German: " Where is the most

